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 333 N. Rancho Dr., 6th Floor                                                       
 Las Vegas, NV 89106 
CHECKLIST/INSTRUCTIONS - SMOKE SHOP/SMOKING LOUNGE
DEFINITIONS:
LVMC 6.82.010
Smoke Shop - means a business which has, as its principal activity or a primary activity, the sale of tobacco paraphernalia or designated substances, or a business that holds itself out to the public as engaging in that activity.
 
Smoking Lounge - means a business which offers, as its principal activity or a primary activity, a location and equipment for the consumption of tobacco products.
 
Tobacco Paraphernalia - means cigarette papers, or wrappers, holders of smoking materials of all types, cigarette rolling machines, and any other item designed for use in the smoking, preparation or consumption of tobacco products.  The term does not include tobacco products.
 
Tobacco Products - means any substance containing tobacco leaf, including but not omitted to cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco, dipping tobacco, bidis or any other preparation of tobacco.  The term does not include any cessation product specifically approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration for use in treating nicotine or tobacco dependence, or any electronic device that enables the introduction of nicotine into the human body but without the presence of tobacco. 
 
Designated Substance - means salvia divinorum or Salvinorum A, including all parts of the plant as salvia divinorum, whether growing or not; any extract thereof, the seeds thereof and every compound, manufacture, salts derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant or its seeds or extracts. 
 
The term primary activity means an activity that occupies 11 percent or more of the gross retail  floor area or an area designated for use as a smoking lounge that occupies 11 percent or more of the gross lounge area of the business establishment or any activity that produces 51% or more of the total revenue of the business.   In businesses that have both tobacco paraphernalia sales and a smoking lounge, if the tobacco paraphernalia retail area and the lounge area combined occupy 11% or more of the total area accessible to the public, or if combined revenue from these activities produces 51% or more of the total revenue of the establishment, this will be considered a primary activity.   
 
These definitions mean that an establishment will be classified as a smoke shop or a smoking lounge under LVMC 6.82 if the establishment falls within the definitions above.  These definitions are based on the sale of tobacco paraphernalia or the presence of equipment or a designated area for the consumption of tobacco products.  The presence or sale of tobacco or tobacco products is not a requirement.   
 
A business may also fall within the definition of a smoke shop or smoking lounge simply by holding itself out to the public as engaging in that activity.  In other words, if your advertising leads people to believe that your establishment is a smoke shop, it is one within the definition .  There is no minimum square footage listed in either definition.   A kiosk selling tobacco paraphernalia is a smoke shop. 
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
LICENSING:
Smoke shops and smoking lounges must be licensed.  Both categories are privilege licenses.  This means that all principals of the business must undergo a background check and the license must receive specific approval by the Director.  
NOTE:  If the ownership structure of the entity applying for the license is made up of other entities (i.e., the member of an LLC is a corporation and another LLC), you are required to supply documents for both LLCs and the corporation as outlined under the entity type.
Corporations:
Trusts:
Limited Liability Companies (LLC):
Suitability package for each "Principal" as defined by LVMC 6.02.010 (Must be completely filled out and typed or printed in INK or application will not be accepted):  
If born IN the United States or abroad to U.S. citizens, provide one of the following:
If born OUTSIDE the United States or abroad to U.S. citizens, provide one of the following:
Other Documents:
FEES:  (All fees are non-refundable)
CLV Business Licensing Fees:
LVMPD Suitability Fees:
Notary Fees:
EMPLOYEE REQUIREMENTS:
    All employees who sell, handle, or serve tobacco or tobacco paraphernalia  or have daily control of the operation of a smoke shop or smoking lounge must obtain a work card pursuant to LVMC 6.86 unless they have been approved for suitability as a principal of the business.
 
    All employees must be at least 18 years of age.
 
    If an approved principal named on the license is not to be present at least one-third of the hours of operation, the licensee must designate a key employee who will be present at least one-third of the hours of operation, and that key employee must undergo a background check and approved by the Director.
OTHER RESTRICTIONS FOR SMOKE SHOPS:
    No person under the age of 18 years may enter or remain in the establishment unless accompanied by his or her parent or legal guardian.         No tobacco paraphernalia or designated substances may be sold to a person under the age of 18.       Tobacco paraphernalia must be stored and displayed in a designated area that is not open to view by persons under the age of 18.  Except in an establishment that does not permit entry to persons under the age of 18, each entrance to the designated area shall have a sign approved by the Director clearly posted indicating that persons under 18 are not permitted in the area unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  Designated areas and signage must have prior approval by the Director. 
OTHER RESTRICTIONS FOR SMOKING LOUNGES:
    No person under the age of 18 years may be allowed to consume tobacco products.
 
    All smoking areas must be open to view by employees and patrons.
 
    No live entertainment may be provided unless the establishment has a night club license or other appropriate license for that activity.
Applications are taken by appointment only, Monday through Thursday.  
Call (702) 229-1840 for appointment.
If you are more than 15 minutes late, your appointment will be cancelled.
Incomplete applications will not be accepted and your appointment will be cancelled.
You will need to call back to reschedule.
 
Return this Checklist with the original application packet PLUS a copy of the original application packet.  If we make any copies, you will be charged $1.00 per page.  Notary services are also offered in our office for a fee.
*** IMPORTANT ***
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